Reagents and solvents used were of commercially available quality. 2,6-Bis(2-benzimidazolyl)pyridine [1] (3.11 g, 0.010 mol), tetrahydrofuran (100 ml), potassium (0.77 g, 0.0197 mol) were stirred under nitrogen in water bath at 72°C. After the potassium disappeared, the mixture was heated for 1.5 h. Then CH 3I(3.55 g, 0.025 mol) was added and the reaction was continued for about 30 minutes. The pale yellow precipitate was collected by filtration. After being washed several times to eliminate KI, the crude product was recrystallized from methanol to give pale yellow crystals that were suitable for X-ray diffraction analysis, m.p. 194 -196.°C.

